






Editorial Team for this issue of The Wollesen 

 

Journal Managers 

Rachel Dewan  

Dmitri Potemkin 

Editing 

Isobel Heuchan 

Chaerin Kwon 

Elin MacRae 

Tatiana Thoennes 

Layout Editor 

Brittany Myburgh 

Proofing 

Rachel Dewan  

Dmitri Potemkin 

   

The Wollesen ©2019 

Published March 2019 

All essays are copyright of their 

respective authors 





Transnational Transitions:  

Rufino Tamayo and the Cultural Politics of the  

Mexican Couple  

Francesca Ferrari  

New York University  

2 

 

Rituals of Belonging:  

Negotiating Identity through Photography  

Bruno Sinder  

University of Western Ontario  

 

22 

 

The Same but not Quite:  

An Exploration of the Mythology and Mimicry of the Ber-

mudian Gombey Costume  

Stephanie Gibson  

University of Pennsylvania  

 

34 

  

Contents 



About  

 

The transnational dimension of cultural transformation – migration, 

diaspora, displacement, relocation – makes the process of cultural 

translation a complex form of signification. 

 

– Homi Bhabha, The Location of Culture 

 

Concepts such as influence, originality, hybridity, and authenticity have long come to shape 

our perception and understanding of art history. While much of the discipline was shaped 

by the search for specific identities, typologies, or styles, artistic transformations brought 

about by intercultural exchanges and transnational interactions in diverse parts of the world 

throughout the history of art, have forced us to reassess seemingly fixed borders and to 

reconsider the mobility of art history. 

Considering the expansive definition of “passage,” the proceedings of the 5th annual 

Wollesen Memorial Graduate Symposium hope to contribute to the increasingly robust 

scholarship that seeks to rehabilitate, reveal, and interrogate the formative role that 

intercultural encounters have had on the history of art.  

 

The Wollesen Memorial Graduate Symposium is the annual symposium for the Graduate 

Union of the Students of Art (GUStA) at the University of Toronto.  It was inaugurated in 

2014 as an enduring legacy and fond tribute to our esteemed late colleague Dr. Jens T. 

Wollesen. His dedication to both graduate and undergraduate education remains his legacy, 

for which the yearly success of this symposium is a testament.  It is made possible by the 

continuing support of his friends and family through the Jens Wollesen Memorial Fund.  

- The Wollesen editorial team 


